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Photographer discusses old Midway neighborhood 

 
Professional photographer Duane Fernandez will present his work, “Retracing 
Gordon Parks’ Midway through a Contemporary Lens,” at 2 p.m. Saturday, March 
21, at the Daytona Beach Regional Library at City Island, 105 E. Magnolia Ave. 
 
Parks, a young African-American photographer with the Office of War Information 
in Washington, D.C., was sent to Daytona Beach in 1943 to photograph a 
renowned educator and activist, Mary McLeod Bethune. Most of the photos he 
took were not published until 1999 when the Southeast Museum of Photography at 
Daytona Beach Community College featured an exhibit, “Midway: Portrait of a 
Daytona Beach Neighborhood.” 
 
Fernandez became interested in photography when he was in his teens. In 2007, 
after he became disabled, he enrolled in a program at Tunxis Community College, 
Connecticut. A year later he transferred to Daytona Beach Community College 

because a professor told him it had one of the best photography programs in the country.  
 
A professor recommended that he read Parks’ autobiography, “A Choice of Weapons,” because Fernandez 
was fascinated with urban neighborhoods and the people who lived there.  
 
While photographing Second Avenue (now called Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune Boulevard), Fernandez 
discovered Midway, a largely forgotten African-American community. He realized many of the buildings 
Parks shot were no longer standing and decided to retrace the Midway of 1943 and compare it to today’s 
neighborhood. The result is his study of a thriving neighborhood under segregation and the results of 
attempts at urban renewal. 
 
For more information call Deborah Shafer at 386-257-6036, ext. 16264.  
 
This event is part of the library’s Connecting with the Community series, a two-year program funded in part 
by a partnership grant from the Florida Humanities Council. In 2014, programs focused on the 50th 
anniversary of the signing of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. This year’s programs address contemporary 
issues and continuing traditions. Connecting with the Community programs are co-funded by the Friends of 
the Daytona Beach Library.  
 
The library is open from 1 to 5 p.m. Sunday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Friday and Saturday.  
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Midway photo by Gordon Parks, 1943 


